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1909 budget. At the same time their attempt to represent the
insurance scheme as a sort of plundering of the poor drove Lloyd
George by way of counterblast into his famous 'gel. for 4^.'
phrase1—a line of retort easily slipping into crude bribery of
the electorate. The two dangers thus exemplified were the basic
ones for democracy—faction and corruption; but at the moment
the former was by far the most immediate. The Insurance Act
did not buy votes for the government of the day, but like the
other greatest social reform of the century, the Balfour Educa-
tion Act, it lost them. The currents towards faction were speci-
ally swollen at this time by the sensationalism of the popular
Harmsworth newspapers. Alfred Harmsworth himself, since
1905 Lord NorthchfFe and since February 1908 controller also
of The Times, was nearly always on the side of violence in public
affairs." He saw events and policies in terms of the headlines
which would sell his papers; he was ignorant of history, indif-
ferent to English political tradition; and yet he exerted over the
party that ought to have conserved it a masterful sway, which
the parliamentary leaders were at once too proud to confess and
too weak to curb.
The unionist party was indeed much disorganized. After the
final humiliation over the Parliament Act it turned upon its
chief. 'B.M.G.' (Balfour Must Go) was a slogan started by
tariff reformers, who disliked him on fiscal grounds; but it soon
became the expression of a wider discontent. The last straw was
a blunt speech by the Duke of Bedford at Luton on 6 November
1911. Two days later Balfour resigned the leadership, which he
had held in the commons for twenty years. His fall was the
penalty for several years' weak and unwise leading; for which,
however, Lansdowne, who did not fall, had been more to blame
than he. The rivals for his succession were Walter Long and
Austen Chamberlain, and as the partisans of neither would
accept the other, agreement was found by their both standing
aside for a third candidate—Andrew Bonar Law.2 The new
1 4<f. was the proportion of the weekly insurance stamp deducted from the em-
ployee's wages. In addition, the employer paid $d. and the state's contribution was
valued at zd. more; so that the whole value which went to insure the employee
was Qd. Lloyd George's expression was first used by him at Whitefield's Tabernacle
on 14 October 1911.
a B. 1858 in New Brunswick, Canada, his father being a Presbyterian minister
and both parents Scottish, Brought to Scotland as a boy, and finished his education
at Glasgow High School. In business in Glasgow as an iron merchant; M.P. 1900;
parliamentary secretary to the board of trade 1902-5; leader of the conservatives

